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1. Purpose 
 
1.1 This paper provides a briefing to the Board on the current levels of compliance 

against all 24 core standards within Standards For Better Health in advance of the 
final declaration that has to be submitted to the Care Quality Commission (the 
successor body to the Healthcare Commission) by 1 May 2009 and asks the Board to 
approve the submission of the final declaration based on the current assessment. 

 

2. Background 
 

2.1 As previously reported to the Board, the Trust is required to make an annual 
declaration of its compliance against the 24 core standards set out under Standards 
for Better Health by 1 May 2009.  This declaration forms an integral part of the annual 
health check assessment in respect of quality of services that the Healthcare 
Commission, and from April the Care Quality Commission, has been responsible for 
assessing. 

 
2.2 The Board has received a number of reports throughout the year on progress with 

delivering compliance against the Standards. 
 
2.3 As previously reported that Trust is intending to report compliance as in the summary 

attached at appendix A.  The Board needs to note that: 
 

• 1 – Standard will be categorised as not met for the whole of the year and will 
not be corrected by March 31

st
 2009 (standard C4c) 

To obtain ‘almost met’ the Trust cannot have more than 4 in this category 
 

• 4 – Potential standards will be categorised as not met/insufficient assurance, 
which are either currently corrected or will be corrected by March 31

st
 2009 

(standards  C14c, C20a, C20b, C23) 
 

• To obtain ‘almost met’ the Trust cannot have more than 8 standards 
categorised as not met or insufficient assurance. Based on this report the Trust 
has 5 

 
2.4 The Overview and Scrutiny Committee recently reviewed the Trust’s compliance 

across a range of Standards.  Their commentary is awaited and will form part of the 
final declaration submitted by the Trust.  LINKS will also be making a formal comment 



on the Trust’s overall declaration status which has yet to be received.  Comments will 
also be included from the Hertfordshire Safeguarding Board, the PCT and SHA. 

 

3.  Recommendation 
 

3.1 Given the validation work that has been done and the resulting assessment of each 
of the core standards the Board is asked to: 

 

• Agree the position for each Standard as set out in appendix A in order 
that the Trust can submit its declaration by 1 May 

• Agree Chairman’s action to approve revisions to the summary position 
should there be the need to change any of the current assessments 
against the Standards in advance of the declaration date and final 
submission 

 
3.2 Any changes agreed by the Chairman prior to submission will be reported to the 
Board at its meeting on 21 May.   
 
  
 

Graham Ramsay 
Medical Director/Director of Patient Safety 
March 2009 


