
Governance Declarations 

2007/08 

 Target / Core Standard: Core standard C20b: Environments that support patient privacy and 
confidentiality – March 2008 
 
 
 
The Issue 
  
The Trust received an ad-hoc visit by the Heathcare Commission (HC) on 26th June 2007 and was formally 
inspected against this particular standard.  The Assessment Team concluded that although the Trust 
manages Patient Privacy & Dignity well, including regular auditing of single sex accommodation, it has mixed 
sex cohorted bays for MRSA patients.   It is argued by the HC that these patients do not have access to 
private areas where confidential discussions with clinicians can take place.   The Trust considers that this 
issue is borne out of lack of capacity within the current building stock and clinical need has to be given 
priority.  However, the Trust does acknowledge the importance of privacy & dignity and in the long term, the 
Trust has plans in place in line with ‘Delivering a Healthy Future’ to provide single sex accommodation for all 
acute patients.   In the meantime, and despite try to rectify, it has now been concluded that the Trust will be 
unable to accommodate extra capacity to meet the requirements of single sex bays for MRSA cohorted bays 
and will declare non-compliant in its 2007/8 declaration. 
 
Next Steps: 
A list of the third parties the trust has and intends to notify of the issue as well as a proposal of the support 
required from NHS EofE (if any) 
 

 Healthcare Commission 
 Department of Health 
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2007/08 

Target / Core Standard: Core standard C23: A systemic & managed health promotion programmes 
are in place – March 2008 
 
 
 
The Issue 
 
The Trust has had no overarching strategy to manage public health.  The Board approved the Public Health 
Strategy at its Board meeting on 21 February 2008.  The Strategy has been presented to various local 
partnership fora and the initial joint Trust/PCT Public Health Forum met on 12 March.  The strategy identifies 
areas where the Trust will collect, analyse and share data about its patients and services. 

 
Proposed Actions 
 
 
Action Lead By Process for 

Monitoring 
Effectiveness 

Following initial meeting of 
the Public Health Forum joint 
working arrangements 
between the Trust and PCT 
in relation to Obesity is being 
taken forward in order to 
determine effective 
pathways. 
 
Smoking cessation referral 
arrangements to be 
assessed within the Trust 
and provide a standardized 
approach. 
 
Review of NICE guidance on 
self harm undertaken to be 
reported at next Forum 
meeting. 
 
Monitoring framework for 
data collection being 
designed and implemented. 
 
 

Mark Jarvis, Associate 
Director of Integrated 
Governance 

21 May 2008 
 
 

Action being overseen by 
the Public Health Forum  
 
Evidence to be populated 
on to evidence library for 
SFBH held on Datix.   All 
evidence is audited 
quarterly. 
 

 
Next Steps: 
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2007/08 

Target / Core Standard: Core standard C4c: All reusable medical devices are properly 
decontaminated prior to use and the risks associated with decontamination facilities & processes are 
well managed – March 2008 
 
 
The Issue 
  
Following an internal audit report and further investigation by the Head of Clinical Governance and Risk, 
there has been identification of significant lapses in compliance with this standard, firstly, in relation to a lack 
of governance arrangements and secondly, in meeting statutory regulations for decontamination. 

A DecontaminationTask Group has been established and an action plan produced to address governance 
arrangements.  A benchmarking report has been produced on decontamination taking place outside of the 
Trust’s sterile services Department.  It is now likely that this standard will not be met for the year as the Trust 
is non-compliant with identified statutory regulations within its sterile services units requiring substantial 
financial investment to bring up to full compliance. 
 
Proposed Actions 
 
See attached updated action plan.  All actions will be overseen by the Decontamination Task Group and the 
Infection Control Committee.  Evidence will be populated on to the SFBH library held on Datix. 

 
Next Steps: 
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Target / Core Standard: Core standard C20a – A Safe & Secure environment that promotes care & 
optimizes health outcomes – March 2008 
 
 
 
The Issue 
The Trust has had only limited assurance in place that H&S workplace assessments are being carried out in 
accordance with the H&S At Work Act 1974.  As of April 2008, only 54% of clinical departments have 
submitted their formal departmental risk assessments for 2007/8.  The Trust also has in place an action plan 
arising from a Health & Safety Executive visit in 2006. Although progress is being made against this action 
plan not all recommendations have yet been met.  Further audits are planned in 2008/9 to provide assurance 
on this standard.  
 
Proposed Actions 
 
 Processes to be put in place necessitating that all ward and department risk assessments are conducted 

in the first quarter of the financial year.   Follow up process to be put in place identifying areas that fail to 
comply.   

 Progress update from H&S Action Plan 
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