
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Health Enterprise East (HEE)  today announced the sale of its portfolio company, Northwood 
Medical Innovations Ltd, to Allergan 
 
Northwood Medical Innovations Ltd was founded in 2010 by Health Enterprise East [HEE] and West 
Hertfordshire Hospitals NHS Trust and has developed a pioneering implant technology, earFold™ as an 
alternative to conventional otoplasty surgery in the correction of prominent ears. A minimally invasive technique, 
the procedure takes 20 minutes under local anaesthetic as an outpatient, compared to the traditional two hours 
in general surgery. Overall patient outcomes are improved with reduced risk of keloid scaring and cartilage 
damage, less chance of infection, faster recovery times and improved symmetry when both ears are being 
corrected. The company has now been sold to Allergan plc (NYSE: AGN), a leading global pharmaceutical and 
aesthetics company. 
earFold received a CE mark in April 2015, and has been made available by Northwood Medical Innovation to 
trained and accredited surgeons, primarily in the UK. Upon closure of the deal Allergan intends to 
commercialise the product widely across Europe, in line with its CE mark, and will continue to explore the 
regulatory pathways and necessary clinical data requirements to commercialise this medical device in other 
countries, including the United States of America. 
Anne Blackwood, CEO of HEE, said: “We are delighted to see the first trade sale of an HEE backed company 
and to have supported the development and successful commercialisation of such an exciting innovation that 
originated from the NHS. Allergan is an excellent home for the earFold technology with its strong global 
presence and established range of medical aesthetics’ products. We look forward to seeing the procedure 
becoming widely adopted for the benefit of many more patients.” 

 
 
 

The Research and Development department provides R&D support and advice to 
researchers across the West Hertfordshire Hospitals: Hemel Hempstead General 

Hospital, St. Albans City Hospital & Watford General Hospital 
 

 

R&D NEWS 
April 2016 
 

 Website: www.westhertshospitals.nhs.uk/randd Address: 
R&D Office, Willow House 
Watford General Hospital 
Vicarage Road 
Watford 
Herts WD18 0HB 
Tel: 01438 284379 
Tel: 01923 436796 

Norbert Kang, Consultant Plastic Surgeon and 
creator of the earFold, said: “Following a complex 
outcome after a standard otoplasty procedure, early 
in my career, I was motivated to develop an 
alternative approach to correcting prominent ears. In 
my clinical practice, there are a significant number of 
patients who are reluctant to undergo surgery and 
so put up with accepting the social hindrance of 
prominent ears. The beauty of the earFold treatment 
system is that it offers an evidenced-based 
alternative to standard otoplasty surgery that may 
meet the needs of a wider range of patients, by 
delivering immediate and predictable results, without 
the risks associated with general anaesthetic.” 
For further information on the procedure, visit  

www.earfold.com. 

 

http://www.westhertshospitals.nhs.uk/randd
https://mail.whht.nhs.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=JvPNwGeOJ_WmoPyqn6feZbwJpFdVzRf9vxl5u3ufa678t0oJr0LTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGEAcgBmAG8AbABkAC4AYwBvAG0ALwA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.earfold.com%2f


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accessing Protocols out of hours 
 

West Hertfordshire Hospitals NHS Trust 

 
Clinical Trial Protocols/R&D Sop’s are available on 
the WHHT Intranet home page via: 

 

 Key Documents  
 

  Document / Policy / Guideline Search  

 
Search Database by entering into Description or 
Department, 
 
Description:        R&D Nº or short title  
    
Department or Division:    Research and Development 

 

West Hertfordshire Hospitals NHS Trust has managed a range 

of studies over the years in various specialities including 

Cardiovascular, Critical Care, Dermatology, Inflammatory and 

Immune System, Paediatrics and Stroke.  

If there’s a project you want to run at any of the hospitals in the 

Trust, please contact the R&D Office for further in formation on 

how you can get involved. 

Please note:- ALL applications for Ethics are to be reviewed by 

head of R&D (Fiona Smith) before submission 

 

GCP Training 
Introduction to Good Clinical Practice (GCP) 

  

Medical Education Centre, Hemel Hempstead Hospital,  

20 April 2016 9:15 AM - 4:30 PM 

 

Good Clinical Practice (GCP) Refresher 

 

Medical Education Centre, Hemel Hempstead Hospital,  

18 May 2016 9:15 AM - 12:30 PM 

 

 

For further information, please contact;  

Simon Hindley - Administration Officer,  

North Thames, NIHR Clinical Research Network (CRN) 

simon.hindley@nihr.ac.uk 

Tel:  0207 679 9752 

Can’t find a suitable 

Training date? 
 
 

For e-learning try the NIHR CRN Online 
Learningweb site at: 

 

http://learn.nihr.ac.uk/login/index.php 

The West Hertfordshire  
Hospitals  NHS Trust  
is now a part of the  
North Thames NIHR  
Clinical Research Network  
 
- a clinical research delivery arm of the NHS CRN: 
North Thames covers North, Central and North 
East London together with parts of Essex and 
Hertfordshire.  
 
Research across this geography is based on a 
population of approximately 6 million 
 

 

TIME Study Trial 

https://www.timestudy.co.uk/ 

 

The Medicines Monitoring Unit at the University 

of Dundee is running a large study, monitoring 

and comparing evening dosing of 

antihypertensive therapy with conventional 

morning dosing. If you take antihypertensive 

medication you could help us with this study. 

 

To take part, first view the information 

sheet about the study on the timestudy web site. 

When you register remember you heard about 

this trial at the Watford General Hospital. 

 

If you have any questions you can call us free on  

0800 917 3509. 

It’s OK to ask about clinical research 

Clinical research is the way in which we improve treatments in the 

NHS. In many cases doctors will tell patients about research but we 

also need patients to ask about it and keep research at the top of the 

NHS agenda. 

In a recent consumer poll, only 21% of patients and the public said 

that they would feel confident asking their doctor about research 

opportunities - a low number. 

 The campaign is aimed at patients, medical 

professionals and the public. Everyone can get 

involved and help spread the word that it's OK to 

ask about clinical research. 

 

http://wghintra01/Copy%20of%20policies/Default.htm
http://wghintra01/Copy%20of%20policies/Default.htm
http://wghintra01/Copy%20of%20policies/search.asp
http://learn.nihr.ac.uk/login/index.php
https://www.timestudy.co.uk/
http://www.dundee.ac.uk/memo/index.html

